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nator Calderon:
ARRESTED:

HERE IS HOW YOUR POLITICIAN GETS THEIR
BRIBES

Lobbyists exploit massive
loophole to wine and dine
lawmakers, aides at fancy
getaways

Leading the way is the nonprofit Congressional Institute, which is run by veteran
Republican staffers and funded by $3 million in annual dues from private interest
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groups. Your Senators are paid bribes in stock market shares and the following other
ways:

In February, the Congressional Institute hosted its annual conference for House
legislative and communications directors at the Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay Golf
Resort, Spa and Marina in Cambridge, Maryland. | EQRoy/Alamy Stock Photo

By Adriana Navarro, Caley Fox Shannon, Taylor Nichols and Heidi Przybyla

In 2007, after one of the biggest scandals in K Street history, Congress cracked down on
lobbyists” ability to wine and dine lawmakers and aides with a host of reforms —
including limits on extravagant, all-expenses-paid trips.

In the nearly two decades since, the influence industry has blown a hole through those
rules, according to a new analysis of House travel disclosure data by the Howard Center
for Investigative Journalism at the University of Maryland in partnership with POLITICO.
U.S. representatives and their staff have taken at least 17,000 trips since 2012 that were
paid for by private parties, many of them nonprofits with deep ties to lobbyists and
special interests.

Leading the way is the nonprofit Congressional Institute: Between 2012 and 2023,
Capitol Hill staff members and one lawmaker took more than 4,200 trips on the
institute’s dime. Run by veteran Republican staffers, the institute is funded by $3 million
in annual dues from private interest groups such as Business Roundtable and the
American Hospital Association. The overwhelming majority of the trips were taken by
GOP staff, according to the data, which found just one example of a Democrat attendee.

Congressional travel rules generally bar lobbyists from playing a significant role in
organizing or participating in trips sponsored by corporate entities. Such free trips are
limited to no more than one day, with few exceptions.

None of these restrictions, however, applies to nonprofits such as the Congressional
Institute, which regularly arranges multiday trips to luxury hotels and resorts along the
mid-Atlantic coast. Guests mingle with private-sector institute members who pay as
much as $27,500 annually for access to the invite-only retreats. And there is nothing


https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/2005/12/29/the-fast-rise-and-steep-fall-of-jack-abramoff/56987391-1b47-414d-866e-531bc2b0a603/
https://www.politico.com/staff/heidi-przybyla

preventing lobbyists and industry officials from participating as speakers or attendees at
the events.

“It absolutely emulates money laundering,” said Anna Massoglia, editorial and
investigations manager at OpenSecrets, a nonpartisan research organization that tracks
money in politics. Not only is it legal, she said, it makes it difficult to requlate gifts and
travel for members of Congress: “It provides a way to really get around the intent of the

n

law.

Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay in
Cambridge, Md.

» GOP staffers (free travel): 627
« Dem staffers (free travel): 1

Note: Trips were from 2012 to 2021, Congressional Institute-sponsored trips only
Photo: EQRoy/Alamy Stock Photo
Source: Howard Center for Investigative Journalism at University of Maryland

Of the institute’s dozen board members, 11 are current or former federal lobbyists who
have worked for some of Washington'’s top lobbying firms such as the Duberstein
Group, Bockorny Group and H&M Strategies. Among them, only Michael Sommers,
president and CEO at American Petroleum Institute, is not registered as a lobbyist,
according to disclosure forms, though API spent over $6.1 million on lobbying in 2023
alone.

Board members’ recent clients include major economic players on the Fortune 500 list,
including Exxon Mobil, Toyota, JPMorgan Chase and Meta (formerly Facebook).

In February, the Congressional Institute hosted its annual conference for House
legislative and communications directors at the Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay Golf
Resort, Spa and Marina in Cambridge, Maryland. There, executives from Microsoft,
Google and Meta led a panel about artificial intelligence “opportunities, pitfalls and
unknowns.”



Attendees had the chance to rub shoulders with senior staff, including from the office of
House Speaker Mike Johnson and the House Financial Services Committee, according to
an itinerary contained in a House travel disclosure form. That's the committee
responsible for oversight of an industry facing a torrent of calls for requlation by
members of both parties. For instance, about a week prior to the February retreat,
Democratic members on the committee sent a letter to Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg
demanding answers about his crypto-related endeavors.

In total, 11 lobbyists addressed top House aides during the retreat. The Howard Center
reached out to nine House staffers who took that trip or others sponsored by the
Congressional Institute. They declined to comment or did not respond.

“What's important to understand is that they are doing this in a social setting, so
[lobbyists and staffers] become friends. It's not just lobbyists going into the office,” said
Bruce Freed, president of the Center for Political Accountability, a nonpartisan nonprofit
that tracks corporate political spending.

Among those in Cambridge were Ben Nyce, deputy policy director to the House
Republican Conference, and Hannah Morrow, then the legislative director for Rep. John
Rutherford (R-Fla).

In their disclosure reports, Nyce cited the meeting as an opportunity to “strengthen
professional relationships,” and Morrow said she attended “for leadership training and
policy sessions that will enhance my work to achieve my boss’s policy goals.”

The Congressional Institute paid about $1,882 for Morrow and her husband’s lodging,
meals and room rental, and $1,127 for Nyce, their reports say.

The Greenbrier in White Sulphur Springs,
WV

e GOP staffers (free travel): 188

* Dem staffers (free travel): 0



Note: Trips were from 2018 to 2020, Congressional Institute-sponsored trips only
Photo: Jon C. Hancock/AP
Source: Howard Center for Investigative Journalism at University of Maryland

Kelle Strickland, president and CEO of the Congressional Institute, defended the role
lobbyists play in the organization. “Many of the professionals that work downtown in
D.C. are former Hill staff, and they provide an incredible insight to the changing needs of
Congress at the member level and at the staff level,” she said.

Strickland joined the organization last year after two decades working in the House.
Most recently she was legal counsel for the chair of the House Ethics Committee, the
body in charge of approving gift travel.

In addition to travel disclosures, nonprofit tax records and lobbying registrations, the
Howard Center used data collected by OpenSecrets, a nonpartisan government
watchdog organization, and by LegiStorm, a public affairs information platform, to
document the extensive links between lobbyists and travel sponsors.

With one exception, the Congressional Institute trips were for staff travel — often to
what it bills as “family-friendly” conferences for top aides such as chiefs of staff,
communications directors and legislative directors. Many trips appear aimed at putting
issue experts and current and former committee experts before current Hill staff. A
number of the experts are former staffers who've become lobbyists.

An itinerary for a June 2022 conference in Williamsburg, Virginia, lists Ralph Hellmann as
a panel participant offering insights on how to get bills passed. Hellmann, an institute
board member, was listed as a one-time policy director to former Republican House
Speaker Dennis Hastert. He has since worked as a lobbyist for the Information
Technology Industry Council and for “many of the nation’s largest corporations and
trade groups.” Hellmann did not return a request for comment.

From 2012 to 2023, at least three-quarters of the institute’s board members were
registered lobbyists while serving on the board, according to tax and lobbying records.
In fiscal year 2023, 86% of the institute’s revenue came from membership dues, and
more than half of expenses were for hosting congressional trips.



THIS IS ONE OF TESLA’S
BATTERIES. EACH TESLA
HAS OVER 7000 OF THEM.

A CRACK THIS SMALL CAN

RELEASE POISON GAS

AND BLOW UP YOUR TESLA
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The Congressional Institute is not an outlier. Nine of the top 10 sponsors of privately
funded congressional travel throughout the last decade have had current or former
registered lobbyists on their boards or in leadership, the Howard Center found.

The rules requiring lobbyists to be hands-off in travel are “not really worth the paper
they're written on,” said Meredith McGehee, an independent expert in government
ethics and money in politics who called the trips “kind of the norm.”

“The reality has been that with a little good lawyering and not much originality, you can
pretty much get around these rules to do whatever you want,” she said.

The Congressional Institute was incorporated as a nonprofit in 1987 to hold educational
conferences that, according to its website, provide “space for Members and staff to
discuss legislative priorities and strategies as well as develop professional relationships
with each other and experts in their fields.”

Lobbyists have been part of the Congressional Institute from the beginning. Kenneth
Duberstein, founder of the Duberstein Group lobbying firm and former chief of staff to
President Ronald Reagan, was the Congressional Institute’s founding board chair.

Congressional Institute officials declined to disclose who its members are and whether
membership has increased in recent years. Lisa Camooso Miller, the institute’s media
spokesperson, confirmed “a representative of dues-paying partners are invited to attend
the conferences” for House members and staffers. “Private sector partners pay their
own room, food and other conference expenses,” she added.

Some past and current clients of lobbyists and institute board members David Bockorny,
Anne Bradbury and Dan Meyer, have made yearly contributions of $27,500 to the
Congressional Institute. They include Business Roundtable, an association of CEOs, from
2020 to 2022 and the American Hospital Association from 2019 to 2021. Business
Roundtable and the American Hospital Association declined to comment.

The organization also sponsors conferences for lawmakers themselves, most notably
the annual House Republican retreat that took place at The Greenbrier luxury resortin
West Virginia in March. However, it does not cover the members' travel or lodging.
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While the Congressional Institute is the leader in underwriting trips for legislative staff,
there are many other active players.

The American Israel Education Foundation, AIPAC's charity organization, sponsored over
800 congressional trips — primarily for House members — from 2012 through 2023,
according to the Howard Center analysis. This makes it the second-largest sponsor of

private travel for the House.

Another regular sponsor is the Louisiana Sugar Cane Foundation, which has sponsored
about a third of House staffers’ visits to sugar-growing regions. Industry insiders tied to
the American Sugar Cane League formed the foundation after the 2007 ethics reforms.
More broadly, sugar interests sponsored more congressional travel than any other
branch of the agribusiness sector between 2012 and 2023.

In the world of technology, the Consumer Technology Association, a tech trade
association and registered lobbying organization, flies dozens of congressional staffers
every January to Las Vegas for the glitzy Consumer Electronics Show.
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Onsite, representatives from CTA member companies such as Microsoft, Amazon and
Meta have the opportunity to discuss the laws they'd like to see passed. These officials
often are not registered lobbyists, but their goal is to persuade Congress to approve
legislation that benefits the tech industry.

Craig Holman, a public interest lobbyist at Public Citizen, said Congress will impose rules
on itself only if the public clamors for change.

The Honest Leadership and Open Government Act, the last major overhaul of lobbying
rules, was passed only in 2007 after Jack Abramoff, a high-profile lobbyist, was convicted
on charges involving corruption, conspiracy, tax evasion and fraud. Among other things,
Abramoff admitted providing trips to lawmakers in exchange for their support of his
clients’ interests.

“Members of Congress won't start regulating themselves if it's just left up to them,” said
Holman, who worked with lawmakers to draft the overhaul. “They will start coming out

with these regulations when the public gets involved. And the public gets involved only

on the heels of scandal.”

Adriana Navarro, Caley Fox Shannon, and Taylor Nichols are reporters for the Howard
Center for Investigative Journalism at the University of Maryland. Heidi Przybyla is a
national investigative correspondent for POLITICO.

13



UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Depariment of State Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No. C05773163 Date: 08/31/2015

RELEASE IN PART

BE
From: H <hrod17@clintanemail.com>
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2010 6:18 AM
To: “JilatyLC @state.gov’
Subject: Fw: FYI. David Crane.. Fw: Catch up
Attachments: Details of Details of doc
Importance: High

. ALL OF
HILLARY

Sent: Thu Jan 21 15:12:30 2010

Subject: FYl... David Crane... Fw: Catch up - '

Wanted you to see both requests/comments from David Crane... c L I N To N S
EMAILS ARE

Frnm. dcrane' Dalﬂd“ I N T H E H A N D S BE
Date: Thu, 21 Jan 2010 15:07:44 -0500

To: BStrider.

™ OF FOREIGN
v HACKERS

It has been some time since we spoke 50 | wanted to start by wishing you @ happy new year and thanking you for your
assistance in placing our corporate contribution for Haiti Relief through the Clinton Foundatian.

My hope is that you can further help me with two very ditferent requests related to the Haitian tragedy:

; After the tsunami devastated parts of Indonesia in 2004, | felt strongly that the CEOs of American
corporations involved in the planning, construction and operation of civil, energy, water and telecommunication
infrastructure should lead a charitable effort involving human as well as financial resources to develop an
implementation plan for the rebuilding of the country once the Red Cross, the Military and the gther “first responders”
had stabllized the situation. | think the concept is even more relevant In 2010 with respect to Haitl which obviously is
much closer to the United States and has much less indigenous skills and resources of its own to apply to the rebuilding

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Depariment of State Case No, F-2014-20438 Doc No. C05773183 Date: 08/31/2015
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Billionaire of the century.

Elon Musk talks Tesla:
“We dug our own
grave with the
Cybertruck”

Elon Musk talks Tesla:
“We dug our own
grave with the
Cybertruck”
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ELON MUSK'S ‘WANK TANKS' ARE ONLY
DRIVEN BY ASSHOLES AND DOUCHEBAGS
WHO HAVE NO CLUE ABOUT WHAT DICKS
THEY ARE

“One major misstep has been the Cybertruck. Since Musk introduced it to the world in 2019 by
breaking the vehicle’s “unbreakable” window, it’s been plagued by delays, manufacturing issues and
general mockery. It started shipping last fall, years later than promised, but fewer than 20,000 have
made it into the hands of customers. Despite the short window of time, it’s already been recalled four
times, and videos of manufacturing failures have gone viral on social media. On Reddit, the
‘Cyberstuck’ subreddit, which relentlessly posts such failures, has over 160,000 members—over 10
times more people than actually own one. That’s not a good sign. But even if the Cybertruck’s rollout
had been flawless, it would still have issues with respect to sustainability—the large amounts of energy,
aluminum and materials it takes to make the massive vehicles compared to other EVs makes them
environmentally unfriendly.”

https://www.forbes.com/sites/alexknapp/2024/09/19/the-cybertruck-in-the-room-why-
elon-musk-isnt-on-the-first-forbes-sustainability-leaders-list/

estpein-light-flogs

Just joined the sub. I feel like this is as close as I will ever get to being able to flip Elon off. Go fuck
yourself Elon.
The saddest think about the cybertruck is that Musk is taking advantage of people who

are mentally challenged.
Fuck Elon! The fake environmentalist

If Elon weren't a weak, drug addicted, insecure, petty, infantile poser, he could turn
everything around but he’s not going to change.

There are 2 or 3 here in northern Utah. I point and laugh every time I see one, and so do
my kids. Was driving with my hubby the other day, and he got to see his first one in the
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https://www.reddit.com/user/estpein-light-flogs/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/alexknapp/2024/09/19/the-cybertruck-in-the-room-why-elon-musk-isnt-on-the-first-forbes-sustainability-leaders-list/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/alexknapp/2024/09/19/the-cybertruck-in-the-room-why-elon-musk-isnt-on-the-first-forbes-sustainability-leaders-list/

wild. I wish I had recorded it, but his exact words were, “I thought people had to be
joking at how much it looks like a dumpster. Conside me corrected.”

In East Hampton. Not Al. This is real.

@ ritechnology = 17 hr. ago

Tesla Cybertruck Owners Shocked That Tires Are Barely
Lasting 6,000 Miles

https:/iwww.thedrive.com/newsl/tesla-cybertruck-owners-shocked-that-tires-a... | '

sk & [Jax £ /> Share
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Cybertruck goes rogue the moment
new owner arrives home with the
$109,000 EV

ot " s P

A Tesla Cybertruck crashed into a neighbor's home just four hours after its new owner took possession,
with the brakes reportedly malfunctioning. Surveillance footage shows the $109,000 vehicle speeding
down a driveway, screeching around a bend, and smashing into the house.
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They was Testing out the BulletProof on
the Cybertruck
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500 miles, a high mileage record!

- Tesla CyberTruck
< w Chris Gearge - 12h - &

Well not even 500 miles on the refrigerator and it's
already at Tesla getting serviced. Said the codes it
throwing isn't safe to drive. Going 15 mph down
the street, it was flashing a bunch of warnings and
slowed the car down to 4 mph. Had to pull over
immediately.
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Billionaire of the century.

Elon Musk talks Tesla:

“We dug our own
grave with the
Cybertruck”
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Cybercharger got cyberstuck

ckand it won'tdrive. .

R il
X e

sla’s new bulletproof ‘Cybertruck’ is another Musk

lie Tesla s new bulletproof Cybertruck

is another Musk lie
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https://the-cover-up.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Tesla_s_new_bulletproof__Cybertruck__is_another_Musk_lie.html
https://the-cover-up.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Teslas-new-bulletproof-Cybertruck-is-another-Musk-lie.html
https://the-cover-up.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Teslas-new-bulletproof-Cybertruck-is-another-Musk-lie.html
https://the-cover-up.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Teslas-new-bulletproof-Cybertruck-is-another-Musk-lie.html

...0ops?

o yahoo/news Sign in

Cybertruck Catches Fire After
Running Into Fire Hydrant and
Getting Wet

Victor Tangermann
Wed, August 28, 2024 at 4:18 PM EDT
2 min read
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2024 Tesla Cybertruck Owners Convention

2024 Tesla Cyber Truck Owners Convention

- On the Convention Floor
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e riCyberStuck -« 3 hr. ago

I'm Trying to Sell My Tesla Cybertruck For $18,000 Loss, but |
Can’t Seem to Find Buyers

https:liwww.torquenews.com/11826/im-trying-sell-my-tesla-cybertruck-18000-...

> ooso &[] 243 £ /&> Share

e AR

While it is funny how poorly built and engineered the Cybertruck is, let’s not
forget that the thing is a death machine. Elon’s grift is literally getting people
killed:

EV Safety Concerns: Tesla Cybertruck crashes, catches fire in Baytown | CW39 Houston

PIN OAK TO
DOWNTOWN
25w
65 mew

ATEE
7o Hwy 14 STOPPERS AT 7, 1, 3, 2, TOO Js
5. TOO. TIP S. AND RIGHT NOWF %
; NOV

65 mow

| ©W35 HOUSTON

| / CYBER TRUCK CATCHES ON FIRE
| %/ 7003 FISHER | BAYTOWN

WEATHER
+TRAFFIC
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ZUCKERGERG SPIES

FEDS FIND THAT SILICON VALLEY ENGAGES
IN VAST ABUSIVE SPYING ON CITIZENS
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FEDS FIND THAT SILICON VALLEY
ENGAGES IN VAST ABUSIVE SPYING
ON CITIZENS IN ORDER TO
MANIPULATE POLITICS AND
MARKETS

F.T.C. Study Finds ‘Vast
Surveillance’ of Social Media
Users

The Federal Trade Commission said on Thursday it found that several social media and
streaming services engaged in a “vast surveillance” of consumers, including minors,
collecting and sharing more personal information than most users realized.

Reddit, for example, totally works for the Democrats.

The findings come from a study of how nine companies — including Meta, YouTube and
TikTok — collected and used consumer data. The sites, which mostly offer free services,
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profited off the data by feeding it into advertising that targets specific users by
demographics, according to the report. The companies also failed to protect users,
especially children and teens.

The FT.C. said it began its study nearly four years ago to offer the first holistic look into
the opaque business practices of some of the biggest online platforms that have created
multibillion-dollar ad businesses using consumer data. The agency said the report
showed the need for federal privacy legislation and restrictions on how companies
collect and use data.

“Surveillance practices can endanger people’s privacy, threaten their freedoms, and
expose them to a host of harms, from identify theft to stalking,” said Lina Kahn, the

FT.C.'s chair, in a statement.

Tech giants are under intense scrutiny for abuses of privacy and have in recent years

been blamed in part for contributing to a mental health crisis among young people and
children that has been linked by some social scientists and the surgeon general to the
rampant use of social media and smartphones. But despite multiple proposals in

Congress for stricter privacy and children’s online safety protections, nearly all legislative
attempts at regulating Big Tech have failed.

Efforts by the companies to police themselves also haven't worked, the F.T.C. concluded
in its report. “Self-regulation has been a failure,” it added.

In December 2020, the agency opened its inquiry into the nine companies that operate
13 platforms. The FT.C. requested data from each company for operations between
2019 and 2020, and then studied how the companies had collected, used and retained
that data.

Included in the study were the streaming platform Twitch, which is owned by Amazon,
the messaging service Discord, the photo- and video-sharing app Snapchat, and the
message board Reddit. Twitter, now renamed X, also provided data.

The study did not disclose company-by-company findings.

Companies have argued that they've tightened their data collection policies since the
studies were conducted. Earlier this week, Meta announced that the accounts of
Instagram users younger than 18 will be made private by default in the coming weeks,
which means that only followers approved by an account-holder may see their posts.
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https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/17/technology/instagram-teens-safety-privacy-changes.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/17/technology/instagram-teens-safety-privacy-changes.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/17/health/surgeon-general-social-media-warning-label.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/25/technology/instagram-meta-children-privacy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/27/technology/lina-khan-jeff-bezos-ftc-amazon.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/27/technology/lina-khan-jeff-bezos-ftc-amazon.html

The F.T.C. found that the companies voraciously consumed data about users, and often
bought information about people who weren't users through data brokers. They also
gathered information from accounts linked to other services.

Most of the companies collected the age, gender and the language spoken by users.
Many platforms also obtained information on education, income and marital status. The
companies didn't give users easy ways to opt-out of data collection and often retained
sensitive information much longer than consumers would expect, the agency said.

The companies used data to create profiles on users — often merging the information
they gathered with information on habits collected on other sites — to serve up ads.

The agency also found that many of the sites claimed they restricted access to users
under the age of 13, but many children remained on the platforms. Teens were also
treated like adults on many of the apps, subjecting them to the same data collection as
adults.

Many of the companies couldn’t tell the F.T.C. how much data they were collecting,
according to the study.

The FT.C. last year proposed changes to strengthen child privacy regulations and
lawmakers are seeking to raise child privacy protections to users under 18.In 2022, Ms.

Khan opened a regulatory effort to create rules for companies that show advertising
based on users’ browsing or search history.

The agency has previously filed complaints against several tech companies for privacy
violations, and reached a $500 million settlement in January with Epic Games for
violating a child privacy law. In 2022, the F.T.C. fined Twitter $150 million for using
security data about users for behavioral advertising.

The post ET.C. Study Finds ‘Vast Surveillance’ of Social Media Users appeared first
on New York Times.
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WHAT WE DO:

Call us: "Citizen Sleuths”, "Online Community Investigators”, " The World's Largest
P2P Forensics Team"”, "True Crime Forensics Specialists”, "Public Detectives”, "Cyber
Sleuths”, "Citizen Journalists”, or just YOUR NEIGHBORS. We are you. There are as
many of us as there are citizens on Earth and no 'cover-up' can outrun us!

WE HAVE MADE CERTAIN, THAT, FOR THE REST OF TIME, THERE WILL BE
CONSEQUENCES FOR EVERY PUBLIC OFFICIAL AND BILLIONAIRE THAT
MANIPULATES OUR GOVERNMENT AND ABUSES OUR CITIZENS FOR PROFIT AND
EGO! THERE IS NOW NO ESCAPE FOR THE CORRUPT!

If you tell the truth, in a detailed and clear way, it is impossible to not believe the truth
and it is impossible for the corrupt to escape from the truth!

http://www.icij.org

http://www.transparency.orq

https://www.bellingcat.com/

What is the corruption that ruins our Democracy: It is the ongoing money-laundering;
bribery; quid-pro-quo; insider trading favors; revolving door contracts; cronyism;
nepotism; using government agencies as slush-funds to pay off political financing
billionaires; providing hookers, travel, real estate and search engine manipulation in
exchange for contracts and stock market bumps; ordering the cover-up of facts in the
news; giving government contracts and grants only to insider friends; sabotaging
companies that compete with friends of politicians and other kinds of cartel-like acts in
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public offices. Do not tolerate any of it from any politician, from any party, in OUR
government which ‘We the people’ own!

SEE THE REPORTS, AT THESE LINKS, PROVING THE POLITICAL CORRUPTION
CHARGES ON THIS SITE:

AAA THE MAIN ISSUES

AAA CASE NEWS REPORTS

AAA THE KEY CORRUPTION EVIDENCE REPORTS

CORRUPTION VIDEO EVIDENCE PROOF
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ESENTS DETAILED DOCUMENTATION ABOUT HOW POLITICAL CORRUPTION AND

STOCK MARKET PAYOLA WORKS IN AMERICA TODAY!
d

This Is Your Encyclopedia Of Modern Political Corruption!
(0]

HELP 'UNFUCK' CONGRESS AND END THE NEPOTISM, STOCK MARKET BRIBES AND
FRONY PAYOLA! READ HOW:

TO-KILL-A-GIANT

€
r
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https://the-cover-up.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/TO-KILL-A-GIANT.pdf

Almost Every Public Official Is Taking Bribes In Stock Holdings And Perks And Almost
Every Tech Oligarch Is Paying Bribes. Almost Every Government Contract And Grant Is
Rigged As Payola To Insiders. Congress Won't Stop It And It Gets Worse Every Year!

EVERY JUDGE AND PUBLIC SERVANT (PARTICULARLY THOSE IN SAN FRANCISCO)
WHO HAS RULED ON THESE MATTERS WAS OWNED BY THE BIDEN AND OBAMA
ADMINISTRATION AND OPERATED UNDER ORDERS TO COVER-UP THIS
CORRUPTION.

THEY, AND THEIR FAMILIES, OWN THE STOCK IN TESLA, GOOGLE, FACEBOOK AND
THE OTHER BIG TECH CROOKS THAT DID THESE CRIMES. THESE NEWS REPORTS
DOCUMENT THE CRIMINAL STOCK MARKET BRIBES THAT THESE JUDGES AND
PUBLIC AGENCY HEADS ENGAGE IN EVERY DAY. THEIR FINANCIAL RECORDS
PROVE IT AND FEDERAL LAW OFFICIALS COVER THESE FACTS UP TO HIDE THEIR
POLITICAL MOBSTER SCAMS!

THE SAME HANDFUL OF SENATORS, WHITE HOUSE STAFF, JUDGES AND BIG TECH
INSIDERS ARE FINANCIALLY AND POLITICALLY CONNECTED TO EVERY ONE OF THE
CRIMES AND CORRUPTIONS LISTED HERE

WE HAVE PROVEN THAT THEIR DEEDS, DONE IN THE DARK, WILL ALWAYS COME TO
LIGHT. THEY CAN SHUT DOWN OUR LAWSUITS (THAT WE ACTUALLY USED TO
EXPOSE THEM ON-THE-RECORD) BUT NOW THEY CAN NEVER SHUT DOWN THE
TRUTH!

Watch our Al track and hunt the ultrarich election rigging and monopoly
mobsters...These crooks must be: indicted; the subject of a federal investigation; the subject
of an expose' documentary video or a CBS News 60 Minutes episode; fired in shame; the
loser of billions of dollars of stock market losses; or otherwise hunted down, and dealt with,
via the most extensive tools of investigative forensics, law enforcement and investigative
journalism! The media assassins (Denton, Covert, Cook, Hermann, Fusion GPS, Black Cube,
Google, Gawker, et al) that are sent to destroy us are now being hunted by public forensics
for the rest of their pathetic lives.

HOW TO USE THE ANTI-CORRUPTION ‘DRAWSTRING’
ON THIS SITE

See that little ‘looking glass; icon up above? That is your DRAWSTRING search window to
pull all of the corruption reports, on each target, together onto one results page. Click on the

33
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icon and then type one of these, or similar, search words into it: ELON MUSK or BIDEN or
LITHIUM ION or PRIVACY ABUSE or DOE or INSIDER TRADING or ENERGY DEPT or
PAYOLA or JURVETSON or SCHMIDT or LARRY PAGE or FBI or TESLA or SEX
TRAFFICKING or STOCK MARKET or SAN FRANCISCO CORRUPTION or...etc..

Don’t Be A Digital SUCKER!

“Al” = Spying on you, data rape, monopolistic control & political information manipulation

“Google” = Spying on you, data rape, monopolistic control & political information

manipulation

“Amazon” = Spying on you, data rape, monopolistic control & political information

manipulation
“Meta” = Spying on you, data rape, monopolistic control & political information manipulation

“The Cloud” = Spying on you, data rape, monopolistic control & political information

manipulationNEVER trust ANY of these things and never connect to them!
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YET ANOTHER THING ELON MUSK HAS
DESTROYED: THE SKY

Starlink is ruining astronomy,
scientists say

Paige Bruton

An international team of astronomers reported in a study Wednesday that the second
generation model of Starlink satellites is hampering radio astronomy, which is essential
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for the study of the non-visible universe, like black holes, for example. The satellites,
which are part of SpaceX’s internet constellation, were found to have interference 32
times stronger than the first generation.

The number of satellites in orbit around Earth is rapidly increasing, with some 100,000
expected to be in place by 2030. And as their numbers grow, so does the difficulty of
observing the universe from Earth. In some cases, satellites, such as those of Texas
company AST Spacemobile, are so big and bright that they appear more luminous all
but the brightest objects in the night sky.

SpaceX's Starlink dish is attracting CATS
that crawl on it to warm up while it is In
snow melt mode

|
M Starlink works great until the cats find out that the dish | 2
I gives off a little heat on cold days. e _‘ ]

S ——TTTTETT T i) -
SpaceX's Starlink dish has a Snow Melt Mode that warms the device when it is covered in snow and it seems to be a
heater for animals - five cals were snapped huddling on a user terminal to stay warm. Twitter user Aaron Taylor shared
the snap online, tweeting: 'Starlink works great until the cats find out that the dish gives off a little heat on cold days.'
Although the snap is adorable, other critters could spraw! out on the dish and damage the device or disrupt service.
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Satellites could hamper observations of
the ‘invisible’ universe...

Ly
Sources:

Quanta Magazine, BBC
Radio telescopes have helped to answer some of the trickiest questions about our
universe, illuminating “the most mysterious objects in all of physics.” They “see” distant

objects in the electromagnetic spectrum, including galaxies from the universe’s infancy,
and electromagnetic radiation from satellites makes detecting these signals harder, like
dialing up the static on a car radio trying to pick up a station in a desert. While such
discoveries may seem like science for science’s sake, scientists cautioned that is not the
case: “It's wrong to say that there is some science that you can simply dismiss. The
applications may be decades or even longer in the future but they can be very

fundamental and very important,” one of the UK's top astronomers told the BBC.

..They also affect the study of the visible,
too

Ly
Sources:

The New York Times, BBC

Starlink’s satellites are bright enough that astronomers have decried them as an
existential threat for as long as SpaceX has been launching them into orbit. While the
company has taken some measures to mitigate how shiny they appear from Earth, their
increased number and the many other satellites being launched means that their light
pollution is “threatening the entirety of ground-based astronomy in every wavelength
and in different ways,” astronomers told the BBC. There is a fear that soon, space

observation might begin to look like a “windshield of bugs,” and become unfeasible, a
researcher at the Vera C. Rubin Observatory in Chile told The New York Times.
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Fixing the problem has not proved easy

Space.com, Telescope Live, The New York Times
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When SpaceX initially launched the first set of 60 Starlink satellites in 2019, even its own
engineers were surprised by how bright they appeared, Space.com noted. Their
luminosity set off panic among astronomers, and SpaceX tried to make the satellites
darker, but their initial fix, called Darksat, failed to prevent interference with some kinds
of observations done by large telescopes, like the Vera C. Rubin. Meanwhile, researchers
are trying to improve the quality of their observations to account for the interference,
although many observatories are slow to upgrade — “inertia is cheaper,” The New York

Times noted.

Is That Elon Musk's AI? Or Does It Just Suck?

I

B

-

ESATELLL
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While it is funny how poorly built and engineered the Cybertruck is, let’s not
forget that the thing is a death machine. Elon’s grift is literally getting people
killed:

EV Safety Concerns: Tesla Cybertruck crashes, catches fire in Baytown | CW39 Houston
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e riCyberstuck + 3 hr. ago

I’'m Trying to Sell My Tesla Cybertruck For $18,000 Loss, but |
Can’t Seem to Find Buyers

https:/lwww.torquenews.com/11826/im-trying-sell-my-tesla-cybertruck-18000-...
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Senator Melendez:
ARRESTED

Senator Calderon:
ARRESTED:

Senator
Feinstein:
Next?




\<"“« . \ .
THIS IS ONE OF TESLA’S
BATTERIES. EACH TESLA
HAS OVER 7000 OF THEM.
A CRACK THIS SMALL CAN
RELEASE POISON GAS
AND BLOW UP YOUR TESLA




SpaceX's Starlink dish is attracting CATS
that crawl on it to warm up while it is in
show melt mode

. . aron Tayor

Starlink works great until the cats find out that the dish
gives off alittle heat on cold days.

SpaceX's Starlink dish has a Snow Meit Mode that warms the device when it is covered in snow and it seems to be a
heater for animals - five cats were snapped huddling on a user terminal to stay warm. Twitter user Aaron Taylor shared
the snap online, tweeting: ‘Starlink works great until the cats find out that the dish gives off a lttle heat on cold days."
Although the snap is adorable, other critters could sprawl out on the dish and damage the device or disrupt service.












UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No. C05773163 Date: 08/31/2015

RELEASE IN PART

86
From: H <hrod17@clintonemail.com>

Sent: Friday, January 22, 2010 6:18 AM

To: “JilotylC@state gov’

Subject: Fw FYL.. David Crane... Fw: Catch up

Attachments: Details of Details of doc
Importance: High

ALL OF

- Original Message

i HILLARY

Sent: Thu Jan 21 15:12:30 2010

Subject: FYI... David Crane... Fw: Catch up []

Wanted you to see both requests/comments from David Crane.. c L I N TO N S
EMAILS ARE
el I N TH E HA N DS i
Date: Thu, 21 Jan 2010 15:07:44 -0500

e " OF FOREIGN
s HACKERS

It has been some time since we spoke so | wanted to start by wishing you a happy new year and thanking you for your
assistance in placing our corporate contribution for Haiti Re through the Clinton Foundation.

My hope is that you can further help me with two very different requests related to the Haitian tragedy:

3 After the tsunami devastated parts of Indonesia in 2004, | felt strongly that the CEOs of American
corporations involved in the planning, construction and operation of civl, energy, water and telecommunication
infrastructure should lead a charitable effort involving human as wel as financial resources to develop an
implementation plan for the rebuilding of the country once the Red Cross, the Military and the other “first responders”
had stabilized the situation. | think the concept is even more relevant in 2010 with respect to Haiti which obviously is
much closer to the United States and has much less indigenous skills and resources of its own to apply to the rebuilding

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2014-20439 Doc No. C05773163 Date: 08/31/2015




Cybercharger got cyberstuck





..Oops?
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Futurism
Cybertruck Catches Fire After
Running Into Fire Hydrant and
Getting Wet

Victor Tangermann
Wed, August 28, 2024 at 4:18 PM EDT

2 min read









In East Hampton. Not Al. This is real.





 
 



Billionaire of the century.

& c..

" g

Love the phrasing of "We dug our own
grave" when it's been reported that
everyone at Tesla thought it was a
terrible idea and even designed an
alternative for him, but he made them do
the stupid one anyway. There's only one
set of fingerprints on that shovel, Elon.

Elon Musk talks Tesla:
“We dug our own
grave with the
Cybertruck”





500 miles, a high mileage record!

_, Tesla CyberTruck
< G chis ceorge - 121 - @
Well not even 500 miles on the refrigerator and it’s
already at Tesla getting serviced. Said the codes it
throwing isn' safe to drive. Going 15 mph down
the street, it was flashing a bunch of warnings and
slowed the car down to 4 mph. Had to pull over
immediately.





They was Testing out the BulletProof on
the Cybertruck




2024 Tesla Cybertruck Owners Convention

2024 Tesla Cyber Truck Owners Convention

On the Convention Floor
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° rltechnology - 17 hr. ago

Tesla Cybertruck Owners Shocked That Tires Are Barely
Lasting 6,000 Miles

https:/lwww.thedrive.com/newsltesla-cybertruck-owners-shocked-that-tires-a...
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Cybertruck goes rogue the moment
new owner arrives home with the
$109,000 EV

ATesla Cybertruck crashed into a neighbor's home just four hours after its new owner took possession,
with the brakes reportedly malfunctioning. Surveillance footage shows the $109,000 vehicle speeding
down a driveway, screeching around a bend, and smashing into the house.
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HERE IS HOW YOUR POLITICIAN GETS THEIR BRIBES

Lobbyists exploit massive loophole to wine and dine lawmakers, aides at fancy getawaysLeading the way is the nonprofit Congressional Institute, which is run by veteran Republican staffers and funded by $3 million in annual dues from private interest groups. Your Senators are paid bribes in stock market shares and the following other ways:



In February, the Congressional Institute hosted its annual conference for House legislative and communications directors at the Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay Golf Resort, Spa and Marina in Cambridge, Maryland. | EQRoy/Alamy Stock Photo

By Adriana Navarro, Caley Fox Shannon, Taylor Nichols and Heidi Przybyla

In 2007, after one of the biggest scandals in K Street history, Congress cracked down on lobbyists’ ability to wine and dine lawmakers and aides with a host of reforms — including limits on extravagant, all-expenses-paid trips.

In the nearly two decades since, the influence industry has blown a hole through those rules, according to a new analysis of House travel disclosure data by the Howard Center for Investigative Journalism at the University of Maryland in partnership with POLITICO. U.S. representatives and their staff have taken at least 17,000 trips since 2012 that were paid for by private parties, many of them nonprofits with deep ties to lobbyists and special interests.



Leading the way is the nonprofit Congressional Institute: Between 2012 and 2023, Capitol Hill staff members and one lawmaker took more than 4,200 trips on the institute’s dime. Run by veteran Republican staffers, the institute is funded by $3 million in annual dues from private interest groups such as Business Roundtable and the American Hospital Association. The overwhelming majority of the trips were taken by GOP staff, according to the data, which found just one example of a Democrat attendee.



Congressional travel rules generally bar lobbyists from playing a significant role in organizing or participating in trips sponsored by corporate entities. Such free trips are limited to no more than one day, with few exceptions.

None of these restrictions, however, applies to nonprofits such as the Congressional Institute, which regularly arranges multiday trips to luxury hotels and resorts along the mid-Atlantic coast. Guests mingle with private-sector institute members who pay as much as $27,500 annually for access to the invite-only retreats. And there is nothing preventing lobbyists and industry officials from participating as speakers or attendees at the events.

“It absolutely emulates money laundering,” said Anna Massoglia, editorial and investigations manager at OpenSecrets, a nonpartisan research organization that tracks money in politics. Not only is it legal, she said, it makes it difficult to regulate gifts and travel for members of Congress: “It provides a way to really get around the intent of the law.”



Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay in Cambridge, Md.		GOP staffers (free travel): 627



		Dem staffers (free travel): 1





Note: Trips were from 2012 to 2021, Congressional Institute-sponsored trips only

Photo: EQRoy/Alamy Stock Photo

Source: Howard Center for Investigative Journalism at University of Maryland

Of the institute’s dozen board members, 11 are current or former federal lobbyists who have worked for some of Washington’s top lobbying firms such as the Duberstein Group, Bockorny Group and H&M Strategies. Among them, only Michael Sommers, president and CEO at American Petroleum Institute, is not registered as a lobbyist, according to disclosure forms, though API spent over $6.1 million on lobbying in 2023 alone.



Board members’ recent clients include major economic players on the Fortune 500 list, including Exxon Mobil, Toyota, JPMorgan Chase and Meta (formerly Facebook).

In February, the Congressional Institute hosted its annual conference for House legislative and communications directors at the Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay Golf Resort, Spa and Marina in Cambridge, Maryland. There, executives from Microsoft, Google and Meta led a panel about artificial intelligence “opportunities, pitfalls and unknowns.”

Attendees had the chance to rub shoulders with senior staff, including from the office of House Speaker Mike Johnson and the House Financial Services Committee, according to an itinerary contained in a House travel disclosure form. That’s the committee responsible for oversight of an industry facing a torrent of calls for regulation by members of both parties. For instance, about a week prior to the February retreat, Democratic members on the committee sent a letter to Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg demanding answers about his crypto-related endeavors.

In total, 11 lobbyists addressed top House aides during the retreat. The Howard Center reached out to nine House staffers who took that trip or others sponsored by the Congressional Institute. They declined to comment or did not respond.

“What’s important to understand is that they are doing this in a social setting, so [lobbyists and staffers] become friends. It’s not just lobbyists going into the office,” said Bruce Freed, president of the Center for Political Accountability, a nonpartisan nonprofit that tracks corporate political spending.

Among those in Cambridge were Ben Nyce, deputy policy director to the House Republican Conference, and Hannah Morrow, then the legislative director for Rep. John Rutherford (R-Fla).

In their disclosure reports, Nyce cited the meeting as an opportunity to “strengthen professional relationships,” and Morrow said she attended “for leadership training and policy sessions that will enhance my work to achieve my boss’s policy goals.”

The Congressional Institute paid about $1,882 for Morrow and her husband’s lodging, meals and room rental, and $1,127 for Nyce, their reports say.



The Greenbrier in White Sulphur Springs, WV		GOP staffers (free travel): 188



		Dem staffers (free travel): 0





Note: Trips were from 2018 to 2020, Congressional Institute-sponsored trips only

Photo: Jon C. Hancock/AP

Source: Howard Center for Investigative Journalism at University of Maryland

Kelle Strickland, president and CEO of the Congressional Institute, defended the role lobbyists play in the organization. “Many of the professionals that work downtown in D.C. are former Hill staff, and they provide an incredible insight to the changing needs of Congress at the member level and at the staff level,’’ she said.



Strickland joined the organization last year after two decades working in the House. Most recently she was legal counsel for the chair of the House Ethics Committee, the body in charge of approving gift travel.

In addition to travel disclosures, nonprofit tax records and lobbying registrations, the Howard Center used data collected by OpenSecrets, a nonpartisan government watchdog organization, and by LegiStorm, a public affairs information platform, to document the extensive links between lobbyists and travel sponsors.

With one exception, the Congressional Institute trips were for staff travel — often to what it bills as “family-friendly” conferences for top aides such as chiefs of staff, communications directors and legislative directors. Many trips appear aimed at putting issue experts and current and former committee experts before current Hill staff. A number of the experts are former staffers who’ve become lobbyists.

An itinerary for a June 2022 conference in Williamsburg, Virginia, lists Ralph Hellmann as a panel participant offering insights on how to get bills passed. Hellmann, an institute board member, was listed as a one-time policy director to former Republican House Speaker Dennis Hastert. He has since worked as a lobbyist for the Information Technology Industry Council and for “many of the nation’s largest corporations and trade groups.” Hellmann did not return a request for comment.



From 2012 to 2023, at least three-quarters of the institute’s board members were registered lobbyists while serving on the board, according to tax and lobbying records. In fiscal year 2023, 86% of the institute’s revenue came from membership dues, and more than half of expenses were for hosting congressional trips.



The Congressional Institute is not an outlier. Nine of the top 10 sponsors of privately funded congressional travel throughout the last decade have had current or former registered lobbyists on their boards or in leadership, the Howard Center found.

The rules requiring lobbyists to be hands-off in travel are “not really worth the paper they’re written on,” said Meredith McGehee, an independent expert in government ethics and money in politics who called the trips “kind of the norm.”

“The reality has been that with a little good lawyering and not much originality, you can pretty much get around these rules to do whatever you want,” she said.

The Congressional Institute was incorporated as a nonprofit in 1987 to hold educational conferences that, according to its website, provide “space for Members and staff to discuss legislative priorities and strategies as well as develop professional relationships with each other and experts in their fields.”

Lobbyists have been part of the Congressional Institute from the beginning. Kenneth Duberstein, founder of the Duberstein Group lobbying firm and former chief of staff to President Ronald Reagan, was the Congressional Institute’s founding board chair.

Congressional Institute officials declined to disclose who its members are and whether membership has increased in recent years. Lisa Camooso Miller, the institute’s media spokesperson, confirmed “a representative of dues-paying partners are invited to attend the conferences” for House members and staffers. “Private sector partners pay their own room, food and other conference expenses,” she added.

Some past and current clients of lobbyists and institute board members David Bockorny, Anne Bradbury and Dan Meyer, have made yearly contributions of $27,500 to the Congressional Institute. They include Business Roundtable, an association of CEOs, from 2020 to 2022 and the American Hospital Association from 2019 to 2021. Business Roundtable and the American Hospital Association declined to comment.

The organization also sponsors conferences for lawmakers themselves, most notably the annual House Republican retreat that took place at The Greenbrier luxury resort in West Virginia in March. However, it does not cover the members’ travel or lodging.





While the Congressional Institute is the leader in underwriting trips for legislative staff, there are many other active players.

The American Israel Education Foundation, AIPAC’s charity organization, sponsored over 800 congressional trips — primarily for House members — from 2012 through 2023, according to the Howard Center analysis. This makes it the second-largest sponsor of private travel for the House.



Another regular sponsor is the Louisiana Sugar Cane Foundation, which has sponsored about a third of House staffers’ visits to sugar-growing regions. Industry insiders tied to the American Sugar Cane League formed the foundation after the 2007 ethics reforms. More broadly, sugar interests sponsored more congressional travel than any other branch of the agribusiness sector between 2012 and 2023.

In the world of technology, the Consumer Technology Association, a tech trade association and registered lobbying organization, flies dozens of congressional staffers every January to Las Vegas for the glitzy Consumer Electronics Show.





Onsite, representatives from CTA member companies such as Microsoft, Amazon and Meta have the opportunity to discuss the laws they’d like to see passed. These officials often are not registered lobbyists, but their goal is to persuade Congress to approve legislation that benefits the tech industry.

Craig Holman, a public interest lobbyist at Public Citizen, said Congress will impose rules on itself only if the public clamors for change.

The Honest Leadership and Open Government Act, the last major overhaul of lobbying rules, was passed only in 2007 after Jack Abramoff, a high-profile lobbyist, was convicted on charges involving corruption, conspiracy, tax evasion and fraud. Among other things, Abramoff admitted providing trips to lawmakers in exchange for their support of his clients’ interests.

“Members of Congress won’t start regulating themselves if it’s just left up to them,” said Holman, who worked with lawmakers to draft the overhaul. “They will start coming out with these regulations when the public gets involved. And the public gets involved only on the heels of scandal.”

Adriana Navarro, Caley Fox Shannon, and Taylor Nichols are reporters for the Howard Center for Investigative Journalism at the University of Maryland. Heidi Przybyla is a national investigative correspondent for POLITICO.









ELON MUSK’S ‘WANK TANKS’ ARE ONLY DRIVEN BY ASSHOLES AND DOUCHEBAGS WHO HAVE NO CLUE ABOUT WHAT DICKS THEY ARE

“One major misstep has been the Cybertruck. Since Musk introduced it to the world in 2019 by breaking the vehicle’s “unbreakable” window, it’s been plagued by delays, manufacturing issues and general mockery. It started shipping last fall, years later than promised, but fewer than 20,000 have made it into the hands of customers. Despite the short window of time, it’s already been recalled four times, and videos of manufacturing failures have gone viral on social media. On Reddit, the ‘Cyberstuck’ subreddit, which relentlessly posts such failures, has over 160,000 members–over 10 times more people than actually own one. That’s not a good sign. But even if the Cybertruck’s rollout had been flawless, it would still have issues with respect to sustainability–the large amounts of energy, aluminum and materials it takes to make the massive vehicles compared to other EVs makes them environmentally unfriendly.”

https://www.forbes.com/sites/alexknapp/2024/09/19/the-cybertruck-in-the-room-why-elon-musk-isnt-on-the-first-forbes-sustainability-leaders-list/

estpein-light-flogs

• 



Just joined the sub. I feel like this is as close as I will ever get to being able to flip Elon off. Go fuck yourself Elon. 🫵

The saddest think about the cybertruck is that Musk is taking advantage of people who are mentally challenged.

Fuck Elon! The fake environmentalist

If Elon weren’t a weak, drug addicted, insecure, petty, infantile poser, he could turn everything around but he’s not going to change.

There are 2 or 3 here in northern Utah. I point and laugh every time I see one, and so do my kids. Was driving with my hubby the other day, and he got to see his first one in the wild. I wish I had recorded it, but his exact words were, “I thought people had to be joking at how much it looks like a dumpster. Conside me corrected.”

Tesla’s new bulletproof ‘Cybertruck’ is another Musk lie Tesla_s_new_bulletproof__Cybertruck__is_another_Musk_lie







FEDS FIND THAT SILICON VALLEY ENGAGES IN VAST ABUSIVE SPYING ON CITIZENS

FEDS FIND THAT SILICON VALLEY ENGAGES IN VAST ABUSIVE SPYING ON CITIZENS IN ORDER TO MANIPULATE POLITICS AND MARKETSF.T.C. Study Finds ‘Vast Surveillance’ of Social Media UsersF.T.C. Study Finds ‘Vast Surveillance’ of Social Media Users

The Federal Trade Commission said on Thursday it found that several social media and streaming services engaged in a “vast surveillance” of consumers, including minors, collecting and sharing more personal information than most users realized.

Reddit, for example, totally works for the Democrats.

The findings come from a study of how nine companies — including Meta, YouTube and TikTok — collected and used consumer data. The sites, which mostly offer free services, profited off the data by feeding it into advertising that targets specific users by demographics, according to the report. The companies also failed to protect users, especially children and teens.

The F.T.C. said it began its study nearly four years ago to offer the first holistic look into the opaque business practices of some of the biggest online platforms that have created multibillion-dollar ad businesses using consumer data. The agency said the report showed the need for federal privacy legislation and restrictions on how companies collect and use data.

“Surveillance practices can endanger people’s privacy, threaten their freedoms, and expose them to a host of harms, from identify theft to stalking,” said Lina Kahn, the F.T.C.’s chair, in a statement.

Tech giants are under intense scrutiny for abuses of privacy and have in recent years been blamed in part for contributing to a mental health crisis among young people and children that has been linked by some social scientists and the surgeon general to the rampant use of social media and smartphones. But despite multiple proposals in Congress for stricter privacy and children’s online safety protections, nearly all legislative attempts at regulating Big Tech have failed.

Efforts by the companies to police themselves also haven’t worked, the F.T.C. concluded in its report. “Self-regulation has been a failure,” it added.

In December 2020, the agency opened its inquiry into the nine companies that operate 13 platforms. The F.T.C. requested data from each company for operations between 2019 and 2020, and then studied how the companies had collected, used and retained that data.

Included in the study were the streaming platform Twitch, which is owned by Amazon, the messaging service Discord, the photo- and video-sharing app Snapchat, and the message board Reddit. Twitter, now renamed X, also provided data.

The study did not disclose company-by-company findings.

Companies have argued that they’ve tightened their data collection policies since the studies were conducted. Earlier this week, Meta announced that the accounts of Instagram users younger than 18 will be made private by default in the coming weeks, which means that only followers approved by an account-holder may see their posts.

The F.T.C. found that the companies voraciously consumed data about users, and often bought information about people who weren’t users through data brokers. They also gathered information from accounts linked to other services.

Most of the companies collected the age, gender and the language spoken by users. Many platforms also obtained information on education, income and marital status. The companies didn’t give users easy ways to opt-out of data collection and often retained sensitive information much longer than consumers would expect, the agency said.

The companies used data to create profiles on users — often merging the information they gathered with information on habits collected on other sites — to serve up ads.

The agency also found that many of the sites claimed they restricted access to users under the age of 13, but many children remained on the platforms. Teens were also treated like adults on many of the apps, subjecting them to the same data collection as adults.

Many of the companies couldn’t tell the F.T.C. how much data they were collecting, according to the study.

The F.T.C. last year proposed changes to strengthen child privacy regulations and lawmakers are seeking to raise child privacy protections to users under 18. In 2022, Ms. Khan opened a regulatory effort to create rules for companies that show advertising based on users’ browsing or search history.

The agency has previously filed complaints against several tech companies for privacy violations, and reached a $500 million settlement in January with Epic Games for violating a child privacy law. In 2022, the F.T.C. fined Twitter $150 million for using security data about users for behavioral advertising.

The post F.T.C. Study Finds ‘Vast Surveillance’ of Social Media Users appeared first on New York Times.





WHAT WE DO:

Call us: "Citizen Sleuths", "Online Community Investigators", " The World's Largest P2P Forensics Team", "True Crime Forensics Specialists", "Public Detectives", "Cyber Sleuths", "Citizen Journalists", or just YOUR NEIGHBORS. We are you. There are as many of us as there are citizens on Earth and no 'cover-up' can outrun us!



WE HAVE MADE CERTAIN, THAT, FOR THE REST OF TIME, THERE WILL BE CONSEQUENCES FOR EVERY PUBLIC OFFICIAL AND BILLIONAIRE THAT MANIPULATES OUR GOVERNMENT AND ABUSES OUR CITIZENS FOR PROFIT AND EGO! THERE IS NOW NO ESCAPE FOR THE CORRUPT!



If you tell the truth, in a detailed and clear way, it is impossible to not believe the truth and it is impossible for the corrupt to escape from the truth!

http://www.icij.org

http://www.transparency.org

https://www.bellingcat.com/

What is the corruption that ruins our Democracy: It is the ongoing money-laundering; bribery; quid-pro-quo; insider trading favors; revolving door contracts; cronyism; nepotism; using government agencies as slush-funds to pay off political financing billionaires; providing hookers, travel, real estate and search engine manipulation in exchange for contracts and stock market bumps; ordering the cover-up of facts in the news; giving government contracts and grants only to insider friends; sabotaging companies that compete with friends of politicians and other kinds of cartel-like acts in public offices. Do not tolerate any of it from any politician, from any party, in OUR government which 'We the people' own!



SEE THE REPORTS, AT THESE LINKS, PROVING THE POLITICAL CORRUPTION CHARGES ON THIS SITE:AAA THE MAIN ISSUES

 

AAA CASE NEWS REPORTS

 

AAA THE KEY CORRUPTION EVIDENCE REPORTS

 

CORRUPTION VIDEO EVIDENCE PROOF

 

Video Player



ESENTS DETAILED DOCUMENTATION ABOUT HOW POLITICAL CORRUPTION AND STOCK MARKET PAYOLA WORKS IN AMERICA TODAY!This is your encyclopedia of modern political corruption!HELP 'UNFUCK' CONGRESS AND END THE NEPOTISM, STOCK MARKET BRIBES AND CRONY PAYOLA! READ HOW:TO-KILL-A-GIANT

Almost every public official is taking bribes in stock holdings and perks and almost every tech oligarch is paying bribes. Almost every government contract and grant is rigged as payola to insiders. Congress won't stop it and it gets worse every year!EVERY JUDGE AND PUBLIC SERVANT (PARTICULARLY THOSE IN SAN FRANCISCO) WHO HAS RULED ON THESE MATTERS WAS OWNED BY THE BIDEN AND OBAMA ADMINISTRATION AND OPERATED UNDER ORDERS TO COVER-UP THIS CORRUPTION.THEY, AND THEIR FAMILIES, OWN THE STOCK IN TESLA, GOOGLE, FACEBOOK AND THE OTHER BIG TECH CROOKS THAT DID THESE CRIMES. THESE NEWS REPORTS DOCUMENT THE CRIMINAL STOCK MARKET BRIBES THAT THESE JUDGES AND PUBLIC AGENCY  HEADS ENGAGE IN EVERY DAY.  THEIR FINANCIAL RECORDS PROVE IT AND FEDERAL LAW OFFICIALS COVER THESE FACTS UP TO HIDE THEIR POLITICAL MOBSTER SCAMS!THE SAME HANDFUL OF SENATORS, WHITE HOUSE STAFF, JUDGES AND BIG TECH INSIDERS ARE FINANCIALLY AND POLITICALLY CONNECTED TO EVERY ONE OF THE CRIMES AND CORRUPTIONS LISTED HEREWE HAVE PROVEN THAT THEIR DEEDS, DONE IN THE DARK, WILL ALWAYS COME TO LIGHT. THEY CAN SHUT DOWN OUR LAWSUITS (THAT WE ACTUALLY USED TO EXPOSE THEM ON-THE-RECORD) BUT NOW THEY CAN NEVER SHUT DOWN THE TRUTH!Watch our AI track and hunt the ultrarich election rigging and monopoly mobsters...These crooks must be: indicted; the subject of a federal investigation; the subject of an expose' documentary video or a CBS News 60 Minutes episode; fired in shame; the loser of billions of dollars of stock market losses; or otherwise hunted down, and dealt with, via the most extensive tools of investigative forensics, law enforcement and investigative journalism! The media assassins (Denton, Covert, Cook, Hermann, Fusion GPS, Black Cube, Google, Gawker, et al) that are sent to destroy us are now being hunted by public forensics for the rest of their pathetic lives.

HOW TO USE THE ANTI-CORRUPTION ‘DRAWSTRING’ ON THIS SITESee that little ‘looking glass; icon up above? That is your DRAWSTRING search window to pull all of the corruption reports, on each target, together onto one results page. Click on the icon and then type one of these, or similar, search words into it: ELON MUSK or BIDEN or LITHIUM ION or PRIVACY ABUSE or DOE or INSIDER TRADING or ENERGY DEPT or PAYOLA or JURVETSON or SCHMIDT or LARRY PAGE or FBI or TESLA or SEX TRAFFICKING or STOCK MARKET or SAN FRANCISCO CORRUPTION or…etc..

Don’t Be A Digital SUCKER!“AI” = Spying on you, data rape, monopolistic control & political information manipulation

“Google” = Spying on you, data rape, monopolistic control & political information manipulation

“Amazon” = Spying on you, data rape, monopolistic control & political information manipulation

“Meta” = Spying on you, data rape, monopolistic control & political information manipulation

“The Cloud” = Spying on you, data rape, monopolistic control & political information manipulationNEVER trust ANY of these things and never connect to them!











YET ANOTHER THING ELON MUSK HAS DESTROYED: THE SKYStarlink is ruining astronomy, scientists sayPaige Bruton

Paige Bruton



An international team of astronomers reported in a study Wednesday that the second generation model of Starlink satellites is hampering radio astronomy, which is essential for the study of the non-visible universe, like black holes, for example. The satellites, which are part of SpaceX’s internet constellation, were found to have interference 32 times stronger than the first generation.

The number of satellites in orbit around Earth is rapidly increasing, with some 100,000 expected to be in place by 2030. And as their numbers grow, so does the difficulty of observing the universe from Earth. In some cases, satellites, such as those of Texas company AST Spacemobile, are so big and bright that they appear more luminous all but the brightest objects in the night sky.





Satellites could hamper observations of the ‘invisible’ universe…Source icon

Sources:

Quanta Magazine, BBC

Radio telescopes have helped to answer some of the trickiest questions about our universe, illuminating “the most mysterious objects in all of physics.” They “see” distant objects in the electromagnetic spectrum, including galaxies from the universe’s infancy, and electromagnetic radiation from satellites makes detecting these signals harder, like dialing up the static on a car radio trying to pick up a station in a desert. While such discoveries may seem like science for science’s sake, scientists cautioned that is not the case: “It’s wrong to say that there is some science that you can simply dismiss. The applications may be decades or even longer in the future but they can be very fundamental and very important,” one of the UK’s top astronomers told the BBC.





…They also affect the study of the visible, tooSource icon

Sources:

The New York Times, BBC

Starlink’s satellites are bright enough that astronomers have decried them as an existential threat for as long as SpaceX has been launching them into orbit. While the company has taken some measures to mitigate how shiny they appear from Earth, their increased number and the many other satellites being launched means that their light pollution is “threatening the entirety of ground-based astronomy in every wavelength and in different ways,” astronomers told the BBC. There is a fear that soon, space observation might begin to look like a “windshield of bugs,” and become unfeasible, a researcher at the Vera C. Rubin Observatory in Chile told The New York Times.





Fixing the problem has not proved easySource icon

Sources:

Space.com, Telescope Live, The New York Times

When SpaceX initially launched the first set of 60 Starlink satellites in 2019, even its own engineers were surprised by how bright they appeared, Space.com noted. Their luminosity set off panic among astronomers, and SpaceX tried to make the satellites darker, but their initial fix, called Darksat, failed to prevent interference with some kinds of observations done by large telescopes, like the Vera C. Rubin. Meanwhile, researchers are trying to improve the quality of their observations to account for the interference, although many observatories are slow to upgrade — “inertia is cheaper,” The New York Times noted.

Is That Elon Musk's AI? Or Does It Just Suck?
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