


America
escalates war against Silicon
Valley, pledges to expose bias against
conservatives

Jessica
Guynn, USA TODAY

SAN
FRANCISCO — Far-right
conservatives are escalating their
campaign
against Silicon Valley with
a new series of volleys against the
social media gatekeepers that
control the flow of information in the

digital age. 

Last
week, former Google engineer James Damore, who was
embraced
by conservatives after he was fired last year
for distributing a memo that questioned whether women were
biologically suited to technical roles, filed a
lawsuit claiming the
Internet giant
discriminates against white men and conservatives.
That same day,
right-wing journalist-turned-entrepreneur Charles C.
"Chuck"
Johnson sued Twitter,
alleging the company violated his
right to free speech when it
permanently suspended his account in
2015.

Then
Project Veritas, a conservative advocacy organization that
purports to
expose media bias, released undercover videos of
current and former
Twitter employees condemning President Trump
and discussing tactics the
company uses to make it tougher to find
the tweets of controversial
users.

Johnson,
whose lawsuit against Twitter is being underwritten by
bitcoin
investments and a crowdfunding campaign, says he and
others
are committed to putting the spotlight on the alleged

With
terrorist recruitment and Russian meddling in the 2016
presidential race in
the spotlight, Senate lawmakers grilled
executives with Facebook, YouTube and
Twitter on their companies
efforts to keep America safe. (Jan. 17) AP
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