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1
HOME-USE FUEL CELL SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This is a continuation-in-part of PCT International Appli-
cation Number PCT/JP01/08940 filed on Oct. 11, 2001, the
content of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a compact power supply
system using a fuel cell as a main power supply, and more
specifically, relates to a home-use fuel cell system suitable
for a home, which needs relatively large power during a
short time period despite its small power demand on aver-
age.

BACKGROUND ART

2. Description of the Related Art

The fuel cell is a cell that uses, as a core matter, a
combustible chemical matter such as hydrogen, carbon
monoxide, hydrocarbons or the like, or a fuel comprising
some of them, and that allows the chemical matter or fuel to
electrochemically perform oxidation reaction, thereby
directly converting the energy change in an oxidation pro-
cess into electrical energy. The fuel cell, therefore, may
promise for a high energy conversion rate.

In particular, as disclosed in, for example, JP, A 5-21077
and JP, A 5-36418, a solid polymer electrolyte type fuel cell
is being developed as a fourth-generation fuel cell following
a phosphoric acid type fuel cell, molten carbonate type fuel
cell, and solid electrolyte type fuel cell. The solid polymer
electrolyte type fuel cell is characterized by its output higher
than those of fuel cell types developed earlier. Because of
the higher output of this type of fuel cell plus its compact-
ness, expectations are high for its commercialization. Now,
its performance improvement is under a close study.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Originally, the development of fuel cells has been focused
on ones for use in large scale power. As a result, the
application of fuel cells to small scale power such as power
for business-use or home-use has little been taken into
consideration. For example, when a fuel cell is to be applied
to home-use power, relatively large power demands (peaks)
appear only in limited portions of time zones out of a day
(e.g., the time zone before going to work and attending
school in the morning, and the time zone after an evening
meal), but, on average, power demand is relatively small.

Such being the case, if the power supply capacity of a fuel
call is selected so as to cover power demands at the peak
times to apply the fuel cell to home-use power supply, large
surplus power will occur in much of the time zone except the
peak times. Therefore, unless effective use of this surplus
power can be made, a large energy loss would be incurred,
thereby reducing energy efficiency and cost efficiency.

For example, in the case of a solid polymer electrolyte
fuel cell (hereinafter referred to as a “PEFC” as appropriate),
even if surplus power increases, it is uneconomical because
its power-selling price rate is low. Supposing the efficiency
of PEFC is 30 to 40%, a loss portion corresponding to 60 to
70% of the output thereof is obtained only in the form of a
low temperature exhaust gas that is difficult to use other than
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used for heating water because its temperature is on the
order of 100° C. In this case, unless the consumption amount
of the hot water is considerably large, the most thereof
would be thrown away without being effectively utilized.

The object of this invention is to provide a home-use fuel
cell system that allows energy efficiency and cost efficiency
to be improved even when applied to power for home-use.

To achieve the above-described object, according to the
present invention, there is provided a home-use fuel cell
system for supplying power for power demands of a home,
the home-use fuel cell system including a fuel cell for
supplying a base power portion except a short-time peak
power portion out of the power demands; and a power
storage device for performing a discharge corresponding to
the peak power portion.

With these features, if a base power portion supplied by
a fuel cell is set to be nearly equal to the average value of
power demands of homes, it is possible to cause the system
to sufficiently meet daily home-use demand with requisite
minimum equipment while effectively using surplus power,
by charging an excess portion obtained by subtracting a
power demand from a base power portion supplied by the
fuel cell in a power storage device in advance during a time
zone (such as a midnight zone) where power demand is
smaller than the average value, and by discharging the peak
power portion exceeding this average value from the power
storage device during a time zone (such as a morning or
evening) where power demand is larger than the average
value. Thus, energy efficiency can be enhanced without
wasting energy, as well as cost efficiency can be improved.
Also, as described above, covering the base power portion
corresponding to the average power demand by the output of
a fuel cell, which is relatively expensive, and covering the
peak power portion that cannot be covered by the fuel cell,
by a power storage device having, e.g., a lead storage battery
and the like, which are relatively inexpensive, allows the
system to be optimized in terms of cost allocation to attain
cost reduction. This also contributes to the improvement in
cost efficiency.

Also, to achieve the above-described object, according to
the present invention, there is provided a home-use fuel cell
system for supplying power for power demands of a home,
the home-use fuel cell system including a fuel cell for
supplying a base power portion except a short-time peak
power portion out of the power demands; and a power
storage device having a capacitor and a secondary battery,
for performing a discharge corresponding to the peak power
portion.

As a power storage device, a capacitor, which is high in
response speed but relatively small in capacity, e.g., an
electric double layer capacitor; and a secondary battery,
which in low in response speed but is relatively large in
capacity, as well as inexpensive, e.g., a lead storage battery,
are used in combination to mutually compensate for respec-
tive weak points, thereby enabling the power storage device
to cope with widely-varying power demands.

Furthermore, to achieve the above-described object,
according to the present invention, there is provided a
home-use fuel cell system for supplying power for power
demands of a home, the home-use fuel cell system including
a fuel cell for supplying a base power portion except a
short-time peak power portion out of the power demands;
and a power storage device for performing a discharge
corresponding to the peak power portion. This fuel cell
system is configured so that, when the output of the fuel cell
is represented by P [W], the capacity of the power storage
device is represented by Q [ Wh], and the discharge depth of
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the power storage device is represented by x [%], the
following relationships are satisfied: 250=P=1000, and
1000/xx10=Q=2600/xx10.

With this feature, it is possible to construct an economical
home-use system that is most inexpensive, while preventing
lifetime reduction by keeping the discharge depth of the
power storage device at 10% or less.

It is preferable that the above-described home-use fuel
cell system be configured to satisfy the following relation-
ships: (0.0085P>~7.2P+4600)/xx10=Q=(0.0085xP>-7.2P+
7080)/xx10.

Moreover, to achieve the above-described object, accord-
ing to the present invention, there is provided a home-use
fuel cell system for supplying power for power demands of
a home, the home-use fuel cell system including a fuel cell
for supplying a base power portion except a short-time peak
power portion out of the power demands; a power storage
device having at least a secondary battery for performing a
discharge corresponding to the peak power portion; and a
protection mechanism for protecting the secondary battery
so that the discharge depth thereof does not exceed a
predetermined value.

The lifetime of a secondary battery is generally deter-
mined by the discharge depth, and therefore, if the secondary
battery performs a charge and discharge following variations
of power demands, just as they are, the lifetime thereof may
decrease and the reliability thereof may become difficult to
secure. With such being the situation, in the present inven-
tion, there is provided a protection mechanism for protecting
the secondary battery so that the discharge depth thereof
does not exceed the predetermined value, whereby the
secondary battery is allowed to secure the lifetime thereof
and to have an enhanced reliability.

In the above-described home-use fuel cell system, it is
preferable that the protection mechanism have interrupting
means for interrupting a charging operation or discharging
operation of the secondary battery in accordance with a
voltage of the secondary battery.

It is also preferable that the above-described home-use
fuel cell system have a natural force power-generating
mechanism as an auxiliary power supply.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing the outline of the
construction of an entire home-use fuel cell system accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing typical daily power con-
sumption behavior in a common home.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing analytical results based on
collected data about actual consumption power entity of
homes.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing the outline of the
construction of an entire power supply system using a fuel
cell according to a modification in which a grid power
supply is used instead of a capacitor.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram showing the outline of the
construction of an entire power supply system using a fuel
cell according to a modification in which a capacitor is
connected in parallel with a lead storage battery.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram showing the outline of the
construction of an entire power supply system using a fuel
cell according to a modification in which an ammeter for
measuring a discharge current of the lead storage battery is
provided.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram showing the outline of the
construction of an entire power supply system using a fuel
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cell according to a modification in which a charger for
accelerating charge of the lead storage battery is provided.

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram showing the outline of the
construction of an entire power supply system using a fuel
cell according to a modification in which a grid power
supply is used as a power source for the charger.

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram showing the outline of the
construction of an entire power supply system using a fuel
cell according to a modification using a natural force power

supply.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, an embodiment according to the present
invention will be described with reference to the drawings.
FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing the outline of the
construction of an entire home-use fuel cell system (power
supply system using a fuel cell) according to this embodi-
ment of the present invention.

In FIG. 1, the power supply system using a fuel cell
comprises a fuel cell that generates direct current power by
a reformed fuel containing much hydrogen portion (herein-
after referred to as “hydrogen rich gas™) 3 and air 2, and that
is preferably a solid polymer electrolyte fuel cell (hereinafter
referred to as a “PEFC” as appropriate) 1; a capacitor that is
connected in parallel with a cathode 5 and anode 6 of the
PEFC 1, that charges therein a portion of the output of the
PEFC 1 when a power demand is smaller than the output of
the PEFC 1, that discharges it when the power demand is
larger than the output of the PEFC 1, and that is preferably
electric double layer capacitor 7; a secondary battery, such
as a lithium ion battery, that is connected in parallel with the
cathode 5 and anode 6 of the PEFC 1, that charges therein
a portion of the output of the PEFC 1 when a power demand
is smaller than the output of the PEFC 1, that discharges it
when the power demand is larger than the output of the
PEFC 1, and that is preferably a lead storage battery 8
because of its low going price; a changeover device 18 that
is connected in series with the lead storage battery, and that
switches a circuit at times of charging and discharging of the
lead storage battery 8; a voltmeter 11 for measuring a
voltage of the lead storage battery 8 to prevent the voltage
of the lead storage battery 8 from decreasing to a cutoff
voltage (described later) or less; a voltmeter 12 for measur-
ing a voltage of the lead storage battery 8 to prevent the
voltage of the lead storage battery 8 from becoming an
overvoltage (described later); an arithmetic and control unit
15 that, upon receipt of voltage signals 13 and 14 from the
voltmeters 11 and 12, performs a computation based on the
cutoff voltage value V1 and overvoltage value V2, and that
sends a control signal 30 to the changeover device 18; and
an inverter 9 for converting power generated by the PEFC 1
from a direct current to an alternating current 10.

The inverter 9 converts the output of the electric double
layer capacitor 7 and lead storage battery 8, or the power
discharged thereby from a direct current into an alternating
current, and supplies it to a load comprising alternating
current electric equipment (not shown).

The PEFC 1 generates direct current power and exhaust
gas 4 at about 100° C. by allowing hydrogen rich gas 3 and
air 2 to electrochemically react with each other within the
PEFC 1. Regarding the value of outputted power, the PEFC
1 supplies a base power except peak power described later,
out of the entire power required by the load side via the
inverter 9, (namely, home-use power demands in interest).
When recovering water from exhaust gas at about 100° C.,
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because the water is nearly pure water, a portion of the water
may be used as water for vapor in a reformer or supply water
for the lead storage battery. The direct current power gen-
erated by the PEFC 1 is adapted to be supplied to the electric
double layer capacitor 7, lead storage battery 8, and inverter
9, each of which is connected in parallel with the cathode
and anodes of the PEFC 1.

Although not shown in FIG. 1, if there is equipment to be
directly used with a direct current, it will be able to receive
power by connecting it in parallel with this circuitry and
adjusting the voltage of the equipment to a required voltage
(for example, in the case of equipment having a communi-
cation/control circuit including a semiconductor device,
such as a transistor, used at a voltage of about 10 V or less).

The electric double layer capacitor 7 and lead storage
battery 8 constitute together a power storage device. The
electric double layer capacitor 7 speedily charges the PEFC
1 with surplus power to store power therein, and in corre-
spondence with short-time peak power required by the load
side via the inverter 9, the electric double layer capacitor 7
performs a high speed discharge to meet the power demand,
thereby performing the function of setting the base power of
the PEFC 1 to a low level. On the other hand, the lead
storage battery 8 has a response speed lower than that of the
electric double layer capacitor 7, but the more, it charges and
stores therein surplus power of the PEFC 1, and performs a
discharge corresponding to short-time peak power required
by the load side via the inverter 9, thereby performing the
function of setting the base power of the PEFC 1 to a low
level.

The outputs and capacities of the PEFC 1, electric double
layer capacitor 7 and lead storage battery 8 can be obtained
as follows. Let the output of the PEFC 1 be P [W], the total
capacity of the electric double layer capacitor 7 and lead
storage battery 8 be Q [Wh], and the total discharge depth of
the electric double layer capacitor 7 and lead storage battery
8 be x [%]. Then, in the following range of the power p (W)
of the PEFC 1:

250=P=1000

Q can be expressed using the following equation by apply-
ing a linear approximation to the economical upper limit and
lower limit of the capacity Q.

1000/xx10=Q=2600/xx10

Also, by making an approximation using quadratic equa-
tions, the capacity Q can be expressed by following equa-
tion.

(0.0085P%~7.2P+4600)/xx10<0<(0.0085xP?>~7.2P+
7080)/xx10

The above equation will be explained later.

The purpose of providing the power storage device with
the lead storage battery 8 and electric double layer capacitor
7 as described above, is to economically meet the peak loads
by taking advantage of the difference in characteristic
between the lead storage battery 8 and electric double layer
capacitor 7. Specifically, the lead storage battery 8 can
secure a discharge capacity at a low cost but has not a so
high discharge speed, whereas the electric double layer
capacitor 7 has a high discharge speed but cannot secure a
so much discharge capacity. Accordingly, the lead storage
battery 8 and the electric double layer capacitor 7 are
combined to mutually compensate for respective weak
points, thereby allowing the power storage device to meet
widely-varying power demands.
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The voltmeters 11 and 12, arithmetic and control unit 15,
and changeover device 18 constitute together the protection
mechanism for the lead storage battery. The functions
thereof will be described in detail below. In general, the
lifetime of a storage battery (secondary battery) except a
capacitor is determined by the discharge depth, overcharged
voltage, and discharge current. Therefore, if the storage
battery performs a charge and discharge following variations
of power demands via the inverter 9, just as they are, a
reliable power supply system cannot be provided. Such
being the case, in this embodiment, there are provided
voltmeters 11 and 12, an arithmetic and control unit 15, and
a changeover device 18. When the lead storage battery 8
performs a discharge and the voltage thereof becomes the
cutoff voltage V1, which is a lower limit voltage, the
arithmetic and control unit 15 issues a signal 30, upon
receipt of a signal from the voltmeter 11, to switch the
changeover device 18 to the circuit of a diode 16 (in other
words, the changeover device 18, serving as interrupting
means, interrupts the discharging operation of the lead
storage battery 8), to bring the lead storage battery 8 into the
charging mode. At a point in time when the charge voltage
becomes a predetermined voltage, the arithmetic and control
unit 15 switches back the changeover device 18 to the circuit
of a diode 17, which is in a discharge mode. On the other
hand, when the sum of measured voltages of the voltmeter
11 and voltmeter 12 exceeds the value of overvoltage
charge, the changeover device 18 is switched to the circuit
of'a diode 17, which is in a discharge mode, (in other words,
the changeover device 18, serving as interrupting means,
interrupts the charging operation of the lead storage battery
8, thereby protecting the system. This makes it possible to
secure the lifetime of the lead storage battery 8, serving as
a secondary battery, and to enhance the reliability thereof.
While the changeover device 18 comprises a diode 16 or
charging, and a diode 17 for discharging, the changeover
device 18 may be one using a semiconductor such as a
transistor.

Next, operations in this embodiment that are configured
as described above will be explained below in a sequential
manner.

(1) Enhancement of Energy Efficiency and Cost Effi-
ciency by Load Sharing Between Base Power and Peak
Power

Reference is first made to the demand behavior of home-
use power, which constitutes the main subject of the present
invention. Nowadays almost all homes purchase power from
a grid power. FIG. 2 shows typical daily power consumption
behavior of a common home. The lateral axis represents
o’clock and covers from 0 o’clock in the morning to 12
o’clock in the afternoon, and the longitudinal axis represents
the power demand.

In FIG. 2, the thin line indicates variations of the power
demand with time, and the thick solid line indicates average
power values for each 30 minute. As illustrated in FIG. 2,
after the midnight zone from about 1:00 to about 6:00,
during which only a refrigerator or the like is working and
little power demand occurs, a very short-time sizable power
demand (peak value: a little over 1000 W) occurs during the
time zone between 6 o’clock and about 7 o’clock before
going to work or attending school, due to breakfast after
rising, and the like. From the time between 8 o’clock and 10
o’clock toward before noon, there occurs a very short-time
sizable power demand in the morning (peak value: a little
under 2000 W; average power: about 500 W) that will be
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attributable to the use of household electrical equipment
such as a vacuum cleaner, washing machine, drying
machine, iron, or the like.

In the afternoon, there again occurs relatively long-time
large power demand (average power: about 200 to about 500
W) that will be attributable to the use of household electrical
equipment as in the above-described case, or to the use of an
air conditioner in summer due to temperature rise. In par-
ticular, between 13 o’clock and 15 o’clock, peak values
amounting to a little under 2000 W at maximum occurs
plurality of times.

Thereafter, during the time zone before and after 18
o’clock, during which an evening meal is prepared, both the
average value and peak value decrease, but in the evening
meal time zone between 19 o’clock and 21 o’clock, power
consumption rapidly increases with coming home of the
family. During the time period from happy time at home
thereafter up to about 1 o’clock before getting to bed, a
long-time maximum power demand (average power: about
500 to 800 W) occurs. In particular, around 22 o’clock, a
peak value amounting to nearly 2800 W at maximum occurs
that will be attributable to the use of a hair drier after
bathing.

Here, we focus attention only on varying power out of the
power demands of a home exhibiting the above-described
behavior. In view of the fact that the maximum power
demand is as high as 2800 W, if it is attempted to meet all
this power demands by the power generation of a PEFC, a
PEFC having an output on the order of 3000 W must be
provided making allowance for such variations. However,
the maximum value of 30 minute average power of a home
is lower than 1000 W as described above, and an average
power value per day is 200 to 400 W. As a result, as
described above, when attempting to cover all power
demands by the PEFC, surplus power close to at least 80%
occurs, and a large amount of surplus exhaust heat with a
relatively low temperature of about 100° C. occurs in
association with power generation, since the efficiency of the
PEFC is generally 30 to 40%. Therefore, when these surplus
power and surplus exhaust heat cannot be effectively used
(for example, the surplus exhaust heat at 100° C. is of
limited application because of its low temperature, and
difficult to use other than used for heating water), a large
energy loss is caused, thereby reducing energy efficiency
and cost efficiency. Also, the price of a PEFC is currently
estimated to be about three million yens/’kW, and hence, if
power on the order of 3000 W is outputted as described
above, it costs about nine million yens. This makes PEFC
very expensive, resulting in reduced economic efficiency.

With such being the situation, in this embodiment, as
described above, there are provided the PEFC 1 for supply-
ing a base power portion except short-time peak power
portion out of power demands of a home, and the power
storage device (capacitor 7 and lead storage battery 8) for
performing a discharging operation corresponding to the
peak power portion. With these arrangements, if a base
power portion supplied by the PEFC 1 is set to be nearly
equal to the average value of power demands of homes (for
example, about 200 to about 400 W according to the
above-described example), it is possible to cause the system
to sufficiently meet a daily home-use demand with requisite
minimum equipment while effectively using surplus power,
by charging an excess portion obtained by subtracting a
power demand from a base power portion supplied by the
PEFC 1 in the capacitor 7 and lead storage battery 8 in
advance during a time zone (such as a midnight zone) where
a power demand is smaller than the average value thereof;
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and by discharging the peak power portions exceeding the
average value from the capacitor 7 and lead storage battery
8 during a time zone (such as morning or evening) where a
power demand is larger than the average value.

Thus, energy efficiency can be enhanced without wasting
energy, as well as cost efficiency can be improved. Also, as
described above, covering the base power portion corre-
sponding to the average power demand by the output of the
PEFC 1, which is relatively expensive, and covering the
peak power portion that cannot be covered by the PEFC 1,
by the power storage device having the lead storage battery
8 and the like, which are relatively inexpensive, allows the
system to be optimized in terms of cost allocation to achieve
cost reduction. This also contributes to the improvement in
cost efficiency.

(2) Optimization of Output of Fuel Cell and Capacity of
Power Storage Device

As described above, since a fuel cell such as the PEFC 1
is relatively expensive, one having an output as small as
possible is desirable as long as it can cover the home-use
demand. In this case, it is necessary to increase the capacity
of the power storage device (electric double layer capacitor
7+lead storage battery 8) in correspondence with the reduc-
tion of output.

From this point of view, the inventors of this application
performed an analysis based on collected data about actual
consumption power entity of homes, in order to search for
the combination of outputs of fuel cell and capacities of
power storage device, the combination being considered to
be most suitable for home-use when imagining a power
supply system having a fuel cell (PEFC) and a power storage
device such as a secondary battery. FIG. 3 is a diagram
showing the analytical results.

In the analysis, first, actual power variation data of a large
number of typical homes was collected family by family, on
a day-by-day basis for a total of 7 to 14 days over three
seasons: summer, autumn, and winter.

Taking into consideration daily average power of 250 to
400 [W] in a home in the example illustrated with reference
to FIG. 2, and the actual maximum power of 2.8 to 3 kW in
a home, the average power value among homes is evaluated
as [vV(250+400)-(2800+3000)]/2=970 kW, and therefore,
P=250 to 1000 [W] was deemed to be appropriate as an
output of the PEFC. For example, regarding a day in a
family, PEFC output values in the above-described range are
set to 250, 300, 350, 400, 450, 500, 550, 650, 700, 750, 800,
850, 900, 950, and 1000 [W], and the capacities Q, [Wh] of
the power storage device that are necessary for daily power
in home when powers P of the PEFC are set as described
above, were determined with respect to the respective PEFC
output values, under the condition that the discharge depth
of the power storage device x=30%; and the utilization rate
of'the grid power is 10% or less. As a result, regarding actual
power demand varying data on a day in the family, a
plurality of sets of combination (P, Q,) of outputs P of the
PEFC and capacities Q, of the power storage device are
obtained as follows: (250, Q,50), (300, Q500 (350, Qss0)

(400, Qu00); (450, Qys0)s (500, Qs00), (550, Qssp)s (600,
Qso0)s (650, Qss50), (700, Qr00), (750, Qy50)s (800, Qgoo),

(8505 QSSO) (9005 QQOO)s (9505 Q950)s and (10005 QIOOO)'
Regarding each of the above-described sets, letting the cost

of'the PEFC system be X (yens/W) and letting the cost of the
power storage device be Y (yens/Wh), the cost of the system
with the power storage device becomes PX+Q,Y. From
among the costs of these plurality of sets of combination, the
cost exhibiting a minimum value, ie., (PX+Q,Y)min is
selected. However, the sets of not less than a predetermined
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cost are omitted. Here, let the set of combination at this time
be (Pmin(1), Q,min(1)). Then, if this processing is per-
formed over ten days, ten sets of (Pmin(n), Q,min(n)) are
obtained with n=1 to 10. From among these sets, the
maximum value of Pmin and that of Q, min are indepen-
dently selected, and referred to as Pminmax and Q,minmax,
respectively. In this manner, an optimum combination of
power of the PEFC and capacity of the power storage device
in a family for about two weeks in a season were determined.
This processing was similarly performed in winter, interme-
diate seasons (spring and autumn), and summer on a season-
by-season basis. In the same manner, optimum combinations
in winter, intermediate seasons (spring and autumn), and
summer were obtained regarding ten-plus families. FIG. 3
shows the obtained results.

In FIG. 3, the lateral axis represents the output [W] of a
unit PEFC, and the longitudinal axis represents the capacity
[Wh] of a power storage device. It can be seen from FIG. 3
that, in order to realize an optimum combination from the
aspects of both low cost and energy efficiency, the output P
[W] of the PEFC and the capacity Q [Wh] of the power
storage device must be combined so as to be in the range
defined by the following equations:

250=P=1000; and 1000=Q=2600

wherein the above-described capacity of a power storage
device includes the capacity of a capacitor, as a matter of
course.

In the case of a high-performance storage battery of which
the lifetime does not deteriorate even at a discharge depth of,
e.g., 60%, an optimization can be achieved by multiplying
the above-described battery capacity by 30/60. From this
point of view, when the above equations are generalized
with the tolerable discharge depth of a power storage device
represented by x [%], the following equations can be
obtained using a linear approximation. Here, the reason why
points over the upper limit are few is that the Q values in
which costs exceeds a predetermined value are omitted in
this graph, as described above. On the other hand, the reason
why points under the lower limit are few is that, if the Q
value comes down below the lower limit, the rate of power
purchasing from the grid power supply becomes 10% or
more, with the result that the cost advantage of the PEFC
itself over the grid power supply is lost.

250=P=1000; and

1000/xx10=0=2600/xx10 (Equation 1)

Furthermore, the inventers of this application performed
a regression analysis on many data shown in FIG. 2, and
thereby the relationships expressed by the equations below
could be obtained, as an approximate expression (repre-
sented by the quadratic curve shown by the solid line in FIG.
3) and a standard deviation o of data from this approximate
expression. In the above linear approximation equation (1),
since the upper and lower limits are constant even if the fuel
cell power P increases, the choice of the charge amount of
the power storage device shifts toward the lower cost
advantage. Accordingly, in order to make a selection such as
to achieve high cost efficiency, i.e., high energy efficiency, it
is desirable to make a selection using the following equa-
tions:

0=(0.0085P°=7.2P+5840)/xx10

0=1240/x[%]x10
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10
With these equations rewritten, the storage battery capacity
[Wh] is within the following range (the upper and lower
limits are represented by the quadratic curves shown using
the dotted lines in FIG. 3).

(0.0085P°~7.2P+4600)/xx10= 0 =(0.0085x P*>~7.2P+

7080)/xx10 (Equation 2)

In the present embodiment, as described above, the aforesaid
both equations (1) and (2) are satisfied. This makes it
possible to construct a reasonable and economical home-use
system that is most inexpensive, while preventing lifetime
reduction by keeping the discharge depth of the power
storage device 7 and 8 at 10% or less.

As described in the above items (1) and (2), according to
this embodiment, it is possible to sufficiently meet daily
home-use demand with requisite minimum equipment while
effectively using surplus power during a time zone where a
power demand is smaller, and thereby energy efficiency can
be enhanced without wasting energy, as well as cost effi-
ciency can be improved.

From the viewpoint of the cost allocation with respect to
the PEFC 1, which is relatively expensive, and the power
storage device 7 and 8, which are relatively inexpensive,
respective output value and power storage capacity are set so
as to achieve optimum load sharing. Here, in particular, a
protection mechanism 8 for the lead storage battery 8 is
provided to improve the lifetime thereof, and thereby the
output magnitude of the PEFC 1, which is relatively expen-
sive, is reliably reduced, whereby the power price rate can
be reliably reduced. These more reliably enhances the cost
efficiency.

The present invention is not limited to the above-de-
scribed embodiment. Various modifications can be made
without departing the true spirit and inventive concept of the
present invention. Such modifications will be successively
described below.

(A) Case Where Grid Power Supply is Used Instead of
Capacitor

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing the outline of the
construction of an entire power supply system using a fuel
cell according to a modification. In this modification, the
electric double layer capacitor 7 in the embodiment shown
in FIG. 1 is omitted, and a grid power supply 26 is connected
to the load side via an inverter 9.

In the above-described embodiment, the lead storage
battery 8 is protected by the protection function (of stopping
a discharge in accordance with a voltage or current value) of
the voltmeters 11 and 12, serving as a protecting mechanism
for the lead storage mechanism 8, arithmetic and control unit
15, and changeover device 18 so that the discharge depth of
the lead storage battery does not exceed a specified value,
and the shortfall (for example, about 10% of power demand)
is compensated for by a discharge by the capacitor 7.
However, in this modification, the shortfall is compensated
for by the grid power supply 26.

This modification has the following significance. For
example, when the output magnitude of the PEFC 1 is small
and the price of the grid power supply 26 is low, it is more
economical to entrust the grid power supply 26 with high-
speed discharge responses, which is the role of the electric
double layer capacitor 7 in the embodiment shown in FIG.
1. In other words, this modification provides an economical
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construction in the case where a power system using a
compact fuel cell is provided.

(B) Case Where Capacitor is Connected in Parallel with
Lead Storage Battery

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram showing the outline of the
construction of an entire power supply system using a fuel
cell according to this modification. In this modification, with
the position of an electric double layer capacitor 7 changed
with respect to the embodiment shown in FIG. 1, the electric
double layer capacitor 7 is connected in parallel with the
lead storage battery 8.

According to this modification, when performing a charge
or discharge, the lead storage battery can be protected from
damage during an instantaneous transient period, and there-
fore, a high-reliability power supply system using a fuel cell
can be provided.

(C) Case Where Ammeter for Measuring Discharge Cur-
rent of Lead Storage Battery is Provided

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram showing the outline of the
construction of an entire power supply system using a fuel
cell according to this modification. This modification is
arranged so that, in the construction of the embodiment
shown in FIG. 1, an ammeter 21 is inserted in series with the
lead storage batter 8 to measure a discharge current of the
lead storage batter 8, and so that, when the discharge current
exceeds a specified value 11, a control signal 31 is sent from
a comparator 20 to the arithmetic and control unit 15 for
switching the changeover device 18 to the charging mode.
This control has precedence over control signals 13 and 14
from the voltmeters. Here, the comparator 20 may be
incorporated into the arithmetic and control unit 15 of the
system. In this case, the ammeter 21 and comparator 20 in
addition to the voltmeters 11 and 12, arithmetic and control
unit 15, and changeover device 18 constitute together the
protection mechanism for the lead storage battery.

According to this modification, since the lead storage
battery 8 can be protected against an overcurrent during
discharge, a higher-reliability power supply system using a
fuel cell can be provided.

(D) Case Where Charger for Charge Acceleration is
Provided

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram showing the outline of the
construction of an entire power supply system using a fuel
cell according to this modification. This modification is
arranged so that, in the construction of the above-described
modification (C) shown in FIG. 6, there are further provided
a charger 24 connected in parallel with the lead storage
battery 8, for converting an alternating current to a direct
current or quasi-direct current to charge the lead storage
battery 8, a switch 23 for performing control operations
regarding energization and interruption with respect to the
charger 24, based on a control signal 25 from the arithmetic
and control device 15, and a circuit 22 for introducing a
portion of the output (alternating current) of the inverter 9
into the above-described switch 23.

Once a signal 30 for bringing the lead storage battery 8
into the charging mode has been sent from the arithmetic and
control device 15 to the changeover device 18, the signal 25
is sent to the switch 23; the switch 23 is turned on; and an
alternating current power is sent to the charger 24; thereby
starting up a charge operation. When the lead storage battery
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8 enters the discharging mode after the charge has been
finished, the switch 23 is turned off.

The following is the reason why this modification is
configured as described above. When the lead storage bat-
tery 8 is connected in parallel with the direct current circuit
of the PEFC 1, charging the storage battery 8 takes more
time than discharging it, because the difference between the
discharge voltage and charge voltage is small. Such being
the case, in order to make the charge time at least equal to
or shorter than the discharge time, the voltage of the lead
storage battery 8 is set, using the charger 24, so as to become
higher than that of the PEFC 1, but not to become an
overcharge voltage, thereby achieving the enhancement of
charging speed.

According to this modification, it is possible to provide a
fuel-cell power supply system having high power storage
efficiency and high reliability.

(E) Case Where Grid Power Supply is Used as Power
Source for Charger

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram showing the outline of the
construction of an entire power supply system using a fuel
cell according to this modification. This modification has
nearly the same construction as the modification (D) shown
in FIG. 7, but is different from the modification (D) in that
the power source for the charger 24 thereof is a grid power
supply 26. Specifically, this modification is arranged so that,
if the discharge current from the lead storage battery 8
exceeds the specified value i, or the voltage becomes a set
value or less, the discharge is interrupted by the changeover
device 18, as well as the switch 23 is energized, whereby a
charge is performed from the grid power supply 26 to the
charger 24.

According to this modification, since the grid power
supply 26 is connected to the charger 26, the system can be
started up even from the point in time when the PEFC is not
yet started up, and thereby a higher-reliability power supply
system using a fuel cell can be provided.

(F) Case Where Natural Force Power Supply is Used

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram showing the outline of the
construction of an entire power supply system using a fuel
cell according to this modification. This modification is
arranged so that, in the construction of the above-described
modification (D) shown in FIG. 7, there are provided a
natural force power supply 27 based on photovoltaic power
generation or wind power generation, and an electric double
layer capacitor 7' connected in parallel with the natural force
power supply 27, instead of the charger 24, switch 23, and
circuit 22.

Since this modification uses, as an auxiliary power supply
of the system, a power supply system that does not issue
emissions such as carbon dioxide and the like, it is possible
to provide a fuel-cell power supply system that is more
environmentally sound and high in reliability.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

According to the present invention, it is possible to
provided a home-use fuel cell system that allows energy
efficiency and cost efficiency to be improved even when
applied to power for home-use.
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What is claimed is: represented by Q [Wh], and the discharqe depth of the
1. A home-use fuel cell system for supplying power for power storage device is represented by x [%], the
power demands of a home, the home-use fuel cell system following relationships are satisfied:
comprising: ]
a fuel cell for supplying a base power portion as an output 5 230=PE1000: and
thereof; and ) ) ) 1000/xx10 £O=2600/4%10.
a power storage device having a capacitor and a second-
ary battery, said capacitor and said secondary battery 2. The home-use fuel cell system according to claim 1,
each being electrically connected to said fuel cell to ~ Wherein the following relationships are satisfied:
receive and be charged by a charging power portion of 10 (0.0085P%~7.2P+4600)/xx 10= 0= (0.0085xP>~7.2P+
said fuel cell output equivalent to the difference 7080)/xx10.

between the base power portion and an actual current
power demand of said home-use fuel cell system, when
said actual current power demand is less than said base

3. The home-use fuel cell system according to claim 1,
further comprising a protection mechanism for protecting
the secondary battery so that the discharge depth

power portion; 15 .

wherein said capacitor and said secondary battery of said thereof does not exceed a predetermined value;
power storage device are connected to discharge a wherein the protection mechanism comprises interrupting
charge therein corresponding to a peak power portion means for interrupting a charging operation or a dis-
of said actual current power demand equivalent to the charging operation of the secondary battery in accor-
difference between the base power portion and the 20 dance with a voltage of the secondary battery.
actual current power demand of said home-use fuel cell 4. The home-use fuel cell system according to claim 1,
system, when said actual current power demand is further comprising a natural force power-generating mecha-
greater than said base power portion; nism as an auxiliary power supply.

wherein, when the output of the fuel cell is represented by
P [W], the capacity of the power storage device is * ok k& ok



